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what was afterwards called a death-bed repentance. For when, as I91°
arranged with the King, the Parliament Bill was presented to it, Age 58
instead of discussing this Bill in detail. Lord Lansdowne moved the
adjournment of the debate on the second reading in order to bring
forward alternative proposals of his own. These were practically
what the Unionist leaders had proposed at the Conference, the House
of Lords to be reduced and reconstituted, the power over Money
Bills to be surrendered in return for certain safeguards, the Referen-
dum to be adopted for " organic " or " constitutional " legislation.
Lord Newton remarks in this debate that "its most remarkable
feature was the enthusiasm shown for drastic reform by some of
those who had previously deprecated any action of this nature as
inopportune or ill-advised/' These proposals served as the alter-
native Unionist policy at the election, and leaders and followers
alike were specially warm in their advocacy of the Referendum as a
wiser and even a more democratic solution of the parliamentary
problem than the limitation of the Lords' veto. But enthusiasm
for any of these specifics was short-lived, and in the long periods of
Unionist and Conservative ad •ministration which have followed since
this time, little or nothing has been heard of them. Liberals, seeing
the deep divisions not only in their own party, but in the Unionist
Party, about all the alternatives, were more than ever convinced
that the Government had done wisely in concentrating on the veto
and bequeathing " reform " to a future date when opinion should
have ripened.
Asquith was unsparing of himself in the fortnight before the
election. He spoke in all parts of the country, expounding with
rare force and dignity what he believed to be the true constitutional
doctrine, employing raillery and satire, when they served his pur-
pose, but most carefully refraining from all violence of language
and mob-oratory. If the controversy had to be, it could scarcely
have been conducted at a higher level than under his leadership in
these days. The Hull speech (25th November) wiiih which he
opened the campaign went over the whole ground, and made it
clear that the policy he was proposing was not only an end but a
means to an end, namely, the achievement of the causes includiag
Home Rule and Welsh Disestablishment which would otherwise be
hopelessly blocked. A passage in this speech, which remained
famous for many years afterwards, dealt with the attitude of the
House of Lords on the question of reform:
" Ah, gentlemen, what a change eleven short months have wrought!
This ancient and picturesque structure has been condemned by its own

